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The Fourth Academic Camp on “New Media and Justice

Communication in the Global Information Society”

Following the success of the first to the third annual Academic Camp on “New Media
and Justice Communication in the Information Society” in the summers of 2012, 2013
and 2014, the Fourth Academic Camp on the theme will be held between June 25" to
July 3™, 2015. Supported by Journalism School of Fudan University, the Center for the
International Publishing Studies of Fudan University, and the Department of Social
Science of Loughborough University, the program seeks to address recent developments
in new media technology., communication theories and practices. This Academic Camp
aims at cultivating students’ reflexive and critical thinking regarding the digital
information society in order to enhance their capacity to understand and deploy new
media communication theories. We also expect to develop a sense of social responsibility

among young scholars to face the drastic transformations in global society.

Our Aims: As the second decade of the 21 Century unfolds, we see an unprecedented
“global expansion™ of giant media conglomerates, and an intensification of trends
towards the commercialization, privatization. centralization and deregulation of the
communication industries. Digital content production, broadcasting, telecommunication,
and information services have increasingly converged, and the most modernized methods
of business administration are now employed in every part of media industry, including
producing, marketing, financing and accounting. This new communications complex is
increasingly central to the development of an advanced capitalism—communicative
capitalism—which has seen widening internal social inequalities and the consolidation of
the cultural power of leading edge nations. In this era of global economic integration,

China is necessarily entangled in these processes.

Against this backdrop, the camp aims to enhance the theoretical and methodological

capacities of young scholars and graduate students from relevant fields, and furtherniore,
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introduce methodologies of digital ethnography to them by charting the present expansion
of the capitalist communication Industries, analyzing the impact of new communications
technologies on social relations and control, and examining their radical influence on
knowledge production, digital-copyright, and common pool cultural and information

resources.

We hope to stimulate students’ consciousness of local issues and broaden their
international horizons, while also building a solid foundation for academic researches
and improving the bilateral relationship between China and the West. Through
cooperative learning, the academic camp will strengthen cooperation among China’s
“brother institutions”, expand the possibilities of international academic exchanges, and
facilitate conversations between students and international theorists and researchers,
establishing a solid platform for young scholars to engage with issues of social justice

raised by changes in the communications system and the rise of digital media.

Featuring a multinational, interdisciplinary and intercollegiate teaching group. the
academic camp is to be held in Shanghai or other cities in China every summer. After
each session, a summary will be submitted to The School of Journalism at Fudan
University, the Center for the International Publishing Studies at Fudan University, the
Department of Social Science at Loughborough University, and other related overseas

institutions of our partners.

Adyvisor of the Academic Camp:

Mr. Minghua Yin, Dean of Journalism School, Fudan University

Mr. Guifa Zhou, Party Secretary of Journalism School, Fudan University

Ms. Ruohong Li, Assistant Director for Academic Programs at the Harvard-Yenching

Institute

Director of the Administration Commission of the Academic Camp:

Mr. Shuanglong Li, Deputy Dean of the Journalism School, Fudan University
2



Chairs of the Academic Camp:

Ms. Jin Cao, Professor of the Journalism School at Fudan University, Visiting Scholar of
Harvard-Yenching Institute

Mr. Graham Murdock, Distinguished Professor of Sociology and Political Economy of

Communication at Loughborough University

Teaching Director of the Administration Commission of the Academic Camp

Ms. Chunyang Hu, Associate Professor of Journalism School, Fudan University

Foreign Affairs Liaison of the Academic Camp
Mr. Kun Wang, Staff of International Cooperation and Exchange Office of Journalism

School, Fudan University

Translators:

Mr. Qian Wang, Ph.D. of Musical Sociology at University of Liverpool

Mr. Yanning Huang, Ph.D. candidates of Communication at London School of
Economics

Ms. Yuting Yin, Postgraduate Student of Anthropology at George Washington University

Details of the Academic Camp
Source of students: Ph.D. candidates, and young scholars aged below 35 and holding a
PhD degree will account for 80% of the 100 students in total. The remaining 20% will

consist of master students.
Main topics: the methodology of digital ethnography, digital cultural industry, digital

labour, subjectivity and identity, digital activism, new media and social movements,

social and gender justice, new media and commercial enclosure of childhood, etc.

Place: Choi Koon Shum HALL at Journalism School of Fudan University



Time and Date: June 25" to July 3™, 2015. All the students are expected to go to the
lobby of Fuxuan Hotel for registration anytime from 3 to 6 pm, June 24™. Handouts will
be given as well. The opening ceremony is to take place at 8 o’clock on June 25", Prof.

Graham Murdock is going to give the first lecture of the Academic Camp at 9.

Fees: Aiming for fostering the young talented, serving the local, and promoting
international exchanges, the Academic Camp has been adopting the notion of academics
for public good, thus being free to all the students, together with the free handouts.
However, students are required to pay for the accommodations and transportations by

themselves.

Graduation: After finishing a summary, each student will be awarded with a graduation
certificate of the Fourth Academic Camp on “New Media and Justice Communication in

the Information Society™.

Applying and enrolling procedures: Applicants should download the registration form
of the Fourth Academic Camp on “New Media and Justice Communication in the
Information Society”. After filling in the personal information as well as the
recommendation of your supervisor please scan the form and send its electronic version
to fudanacademiccamp@126.com before May 30", 2015. Young scholars who have

already been working do not need to provide the information of supervisors.
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